THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADAR1YAH

to whether Allah can see things better than himself or not,
some saying yes, and others no. But they agree in the view
that the Word of Allah is created as well as. his "thoti shalt";
his "thou shalt not" and his revelation. All claim that the
Word of Allah has a beginning, and most of them today call
his Word created. They also agree that Allah is not a crea-
tor of the paths of men, nor of any of the deeds of animals.
They hold, on the other hand, however, that it is man who
determines his own affairs, without any interference on the
part of Allah, either in these affairs of men or of any of
the deeds of animals. It is because of this view that the
Moslems call them Kadariyah.1 Another thing in which
they agree, is the claim that the sinner within the Islamic
religion belongs to' a class between the two- recognized
classes, i. e. that he is a sinner, but neither a believer, nor
an unbeliever. Because of this the Moslems call them
Mu'tazilah,2 since they secede from the views of the com-
munity as a whole.

Furthermore, they agreed in the view that nothing in the
acts of his servants, which Allah did not command or for-
bid, was willed by him. In his treatise, al-Ka'bi3 claimed
that the Mu'tazilah agreed that Allah is a thing unlike ordi-
nary things, that he is the creator of bodies and accidents,
and everything which he created he created from nothing,
and that all believers perform their acts according to> what
Allah preordains concerning them. He also says that they 95
agree that those who commit major sins are not forgiven
unless they repent. In these last assertions of al-Ka'bii there
are several mistakes with regard to his co-believers. He
asserts, for example, that the Mu'tazilah agree that Allah
is a thing unlike other things. As a matter of fact, accord-

1 Kadara means to determine.

2 rtazala means to secede.

3 Cf. above (pp. 27).   This is the same makdlah mentioned later.
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